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modus operandi in the formation of our earthly abode, and eluci-
dated the order in which the various forms of animal and vege-
table organisms with which it has been furnished came into
existence. The comparative philologist has, in like manner,
from words and grammar that lay unheeded around, like the
stones of the geologist, traced \h&pedigrees of the human families
of the world to their respective sources" (the predecessors and
contemporaries of Adam). " By the former, therefore, we can
test the Mosaic record of the creation, and by the latter, the pri-
meval history of Adam's race, preserved in Genesis."

" For centuries all Christendom, with few exceptions, believed
that God had made the world and all things in it in a period of
six natural days. The Bible was supposed to have stated such
to be the fact, and few believers conceived that there could be
any doubt upon the subject. The science of geology instructs
us as to the mode in which our globe was formed, and the order
in which its vegetable and animal organisms came into ex-
istence." . . . "It proves the truth and inspiration of the
Mosaic record, subject only to the condition that we read the
word 'day* in t1iat chapter as indicating a long geological
period of time, and not a mere natural day of twenty-four hours.
And accordingly, there being satisfactory evidence within the
pages of the Bible that the Hebrew word may be so understood,
few persons of enlightened understanding have hesitated to
adopt that rendering of the word 'day,' and to appropriate the
irresistible evidence of inspiration that it carries with it"!

On the other hand, DR. JOHN PYE SMITH, " On
the Relation between the Holy Scriptures and
some Parts of Geological Science," repudiating
this theory, holds another, viz., that the creation
announced in Genesis i: i was the creation of the
whole material universe; and that that creation
dates innumerable ages before the six days' work
recorded in Genesis i, was begun. He says:

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
This sublime sentence stands at the head of the sacred volume,
announcing that there was an epoch, a point in the flow of infinite